[bookmark: _GoBack]9458125
Voice of Democracy Essay

	Why am I optimistic about the future of America? This is a legitimate question, without an answer that always comes easily. We live in perilous times, when the news consistently reports horrendous acts of violence in schools and public offices, and people are lacking in kindness and brotherly love. It is easy to become discouraged when one looks around and sees the abundant negatives the world has to offer. When I look around, I do see the negatives. They are impossible to ignore and shouldn’t be dismissed. However, I see something great as well. I see a nation raised in determination, based on improvement, and looking forward with hope.
	Throughout life, there is opposition in all things. This is equally true of nations as it is of people. Our nation has faced difficult things, challenges that would destroy a people with lesser resolve. In the mere formation of this nation, it was beset with opposition. In its infancy, our nation fought a war simply to come into being. They fought because they were not happy with the way things were, and they were determined to make a change. They could have given up at any time, or easier still would be to just comply with England and not fight for change. Determination has defined our nation from its outset, and it continued to in later years. After the civil war, a trial which nearly broke our nation apart, the United States faced a difficult period of reconstruction. After the bloodiest war in our nation’s history, it was faced with trying to reunite two bitter enemies under a common banner once more. There were many opportunities to do things in a way that would be quick and easy, but our nation and its leaders were determined to do not what was easy, but what was right. This determination lives on in our nation today. In a time when acts of terrorism and violence are becoming more and more commonplace, the American people are determined not to live in fear. At times it seems that the easiest thing to do would be to submit to this lesser emotion, and live in constant terror, but the determination of this nation and its people continues to live strong, by declaring that we will not submit to fear.
	As powerful a factor as this determination is however, there is always a way for America to become better. America is a nation that is based on improvement, improvement for individuals, and for the nation as a whole. Something that truly sets America apart from other nations is that there are limitless opportunities for a person willing to work hard. Free public education is available for all, and the social mobility that it provides is truly amazing. The improvement available to individuals has carried over to improving our nation as a whole. America is great, due in part to the opportunity provided for citizens to become involved in government. Democracy is a great power, and by allowing citizens to vote, run for office themselves, and create ballot initiatives, the potential exists for limitless growth and improvement to the nation.
	This limitless opportunity for growth has led to a nation that can always have hope for the future. In a world where people are often seen as more selfish and greedy, we have also seen a rise in service charity in our communities. In a nation that has long struggled with racial equality, the first African-American man was voted to be the president of our country. And in a land that is severely divided, we have seen glimpses of cooperation for the greater good. I have seen this cooperation first hand. The recent budget battles have caused many people hardship, and my family is included in this group. As a federal employee, my father was out of work due to government inability to create an adequate budget. This situation caused our family a lot of stress and anxiety about the future. As we began to feel truly worried though, the government was able to cooperate, and find a way to fix this problem.
	While we are facing a largely divided nation, I believe we can come together for the common good as Americans have in the past. I believe in the qualities that this great nation was founded upon. I believe that there is never a point when things are so bad they cannot get better, and there never will be one. I believe that good men and women will always rise up to fix things when they need to be improved as they always have in our country. I believe in change and know that it can happen. I believe in the principle stated in the Declaration of Independence, that all men have the right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. America’s core values ---the rights to liberty and the pursuit of happiness ---are pure and powerful. These values function best when people can live in trust, cooperation, and honesty. The founding fathers knew this, and our nation was based on these ideas as much as anything else found in the Declaration of Independence, The Constitution, or any of our other foundational documents. Any flaws with the nation as we see it now are a direct result of straying from the foundational beliefs of our nation. There is always time for us to return---to remember the determination evidenced in our early years as a nation, to remember the opportunity all citizens have to improve themselves and their government and to share in the hope that our future is bright. The hour is not too late, and we are not too weak. We will move forward as a nation, and our nation will experience change, as all things must. I am optimistic that if we cling to our nation’s core, than the changes we experience can only serve to make us stronger.
