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The Hand of Justice
	In the book Crime and Punishment by Fyodor Dostoevsky, a poor student named Raskolnikov commits a crime of the worst kind. He believes that as an extraordinary person, it would not be a crime for him to kill another human being if that would help him to accomplish his goals and ideals. He tests this theory by killing an old and unloved woman.
	Raskolnikov does not anticipate the results of his decision very well, however. He is haunted by guilt and even madness for what he has done. He finds that such atrocious crimes against nature warrant a natural punishment that is unavoidable.  Herein lies the theme of Dostoevsky’s publication, that people will always be held accountable for their actions, whether good or bad. One character believes in this principle particularly strongly, but with an added aspect to the way Raskolnikov discovers it to be. Porfiry Petrovich is an intensely clever detective who firmly believes in penance for misdeeds. Rather than allowing nature to take its course and punish criminals with guilt and remorse, he believes it is also up to people like him to make sure the right people answer for their actions.
	Porfiry is a very intelligent man, but he is quite practical as well. “He’s intelligent, very intelligent, in fact, but he has his own range of ideas…but he understands his work… thoroughly”(Dostoevsky 235). Porfiry’s relation Razumikhin knows him fairly well, and when describing him first says that he is intelligent, and secondly says that he is very good at doing his job. Often, it is relatives that know the character of a person better than anyone else. It is clear therefore, that when Porfiry’s relation is quick to describe him as good at his job, it is apparent that he takes his job seriously. He believes in what he is doing and attaches importance to it. Porfiry believes that the law and upholding it are of the utmost importance. This can be clearly seen in the way that Porfiry treats matters of the law that he is dealing with. When Raskolnikov comes to visit him about something mildly connected to the murder he is investigating (the murder that Raskolnikov committed) he is instantly and constantly aware of anything that might give him a clue as to who has committed the murder. Raskolnikov is aware of this, and it makes him anxious, which leads to him making foolish mistakes. “Suddenly Porfiry Petrovich looked with obvious irony at him…as if he were winking at him...Raskolnikov could have sworn he winked at him, God knows why. “He knows,” flashed through his mind” (239). Porfiry is extremely well equipped to do his job. His cautious and inquisitive nature gives him a powerful advantage over any case in which he is called to investigate. He never takes a break from investigating until he has discovered the solution to the crime committed. 
	Porfiry is not just an active worker who takes his investigating seriously, however. Porfiry is an unnaturally clever psychologist, who uses his understanding of people and their nature to help him solve crimes. He understands Raskolnikov very quickly after meeting him, and soon deduces that an effective way to learn from him would be to play upon his pride, the overarching characteristic of Raskolnikov. “In his article all men are divided into ‘ordinary’ and ‘extraordinary’… Extraordinary men have a right to commit any crime and to transgress the law in any way, just because they are extraordinary…Raskolnikov smiled again. He saw the point at once…He decided to take up the challenge”(247). By provoking Raskolnikov to expound upon his theories that people could potentially have the right to murder each other, Porfiry learns more about Raskolnikov, and it helps him to decide whether or not Raskolnikov could be capable of the murder that he is investigating. Porfiry notices Raskolnikov’s discomfort when he starts questioning him in depth about his philosophies, and deduces that it would be worthwhile to question him further.
	Porfiry does not believe that he himself is the only kind of justice that there is in the world. While the ferocity and devotion he applies to his work would make it seem as if Porfiry doesn’t think that conscience and guilt are real punishments, this is not really the case. Porfiry’s understanding of human nature gives him the attitude that conscience can be an effective punishment as well as what punishment he can apply as well. “ “And what if we do catch him?” “Then he gets what he deserves.” “You are certainly logical. But what of his conscience?” “Why do you care about that?” “Simply from humanity””(252). Porfiry asks Raskolnikov about how people with the right to kill could react to what they have done. He recognizes that no one is truly immune from remorse or guilt after wrongdoing. This belief is apparent later when Porfiry comes to visit Raskolnikov at his home. Porfiry reveals to Raskolnikov that he is aware that Raskolnikov was the one that killed the old woman. Porfiry has evidence against him in the form of testimony from witnesses, psychological deductions, and one other piece of evidence that he chooses not to reveal. Porfiry knows that Raskolnikov is guilty, but rather than coming to arrest him; Porfiry offers Raskolnikov a terrible choice. Porfiry knows that the guilt must have been weighing heavily on Raskolnikov, to the point that it was torturing him. Porfiry offers him the opportunity to confess on his own, before he is forced to arrest him. “I’ve come to you with a direct and open proposition- that you should surrender and confess. It will be infinitely more to your advantage” (435). Porfiry gives Raskolnikov this opportunity for two main reasons. One is so that Raskolnikov can get a slight lessening to his sentence, and the second reason is so that Raskolnikov can let go of some of his guilt by honorably suffering for what he has done.
	Porfiry truly believes in the importance of confession. He leaves Raskolnikov with the opportunity to confess because he wants to help him. This was a very kind gesture, with a lot of risk involved. Porfiry leaves Raskolnikov with this option, and without supervision. Porfiry believes that Raskolnikov needs to confess for his health. He believes this so intensely that he leaves him with an opportunity to run away and never answer for his crimes, perhaps even to kill again. Porfiry believes that it is worth the risk though. In his mind there is nothing more important than answering for actions. Facing the consequences of something is what separates humans from animals in his mind.
	Porfiry sees himself as a good person. It is important to him that he feels that he has dealt fairly, honestly, and kindly with his fellow human beings. “I consider I owe you an explanation. I don’t want you to look upon me as a monster” (435). Porfiry is one of the characters in this novel that bring a bright spot to a story of sadness and despair. He represents an honorable disposition in a story of crime and immorality. Porfiry is a bastion of hard work, justice, and to contrast this has a merciful side as well. He wants to make sure that people are held accountable for their actions, but not because he despises criminals, or because he likes to cause misery among people. He wants them to suffer for their crimes because he believes that is the only way for them to maintain their humanity.
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