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A Character Study
	One character that I connect with is actually a side character in a book that only appears in the book for a very short time. His name is Peter Wiggin, and he is the older brother of Ender Wiggin, the main character of the book Ender’s Game.
	The Wiggin family is a group of geniuses, whose parents were chosen by the government to have children together in order to produce a genius capable of leading the human armies to victory against an alien race. Peter is the first of their three children, who is deemed to be unsatisfactory for this purpose. He has a younger sister that does not meet the needs of the government either. Because of this, his parents have a third child against the typical regulations of the government. This child, Ender, is chosen as the ideal commander.
	Peter struggles with this greatly. He is a very proud person, with great ambition. When it is discovered that he was not good enough for the training program for the commanders, Peter instantly demands an explanation. To appease him, he is told that it is because he was too aggressive, which seems to come out in his treatment of his younger brother. Peter is such a prideful character that he cannot deal with anyone, least of all his younger brother, eclipsing him in any way. He therefore typically ends up treating his brother in a manner that is very poor, consisting of threats, and occasional physical violence. Peter is a complex character though, because while his pride leads him to poor treatment of his brother, he still loves him, and inside he despises himself a little every time he hurts him. His pride however, prevents him from apologizing or changing his ways. While this is obviously a problem, Peter has a few other problems besides his pride to worry about. The true reason he was withheld from command was that he lacked the ability to make others like him and be willing to follow him. This failure haunts him, and he makes it a priority to fix it. This leads into his best aspect, which is his determination to make himself better. Peter’s ambition eventually leads him to become the leader of the entire Earth, and through his determination to achieve this goal; he makes many significant improvements to himself.
	I connect with Peter a lot, because I find that his defining negative aspect, his pride, is something that I often struggle with, and one of his better aspects, his determination, is something that I have a lot of respect for and try to improve in myself. One of my greatest difficulties is in tempering my achievements and positive qualities with humility. This is the part of me that I most wish I could change, much like Peter. I have a very hard time admitting that I am wrong about anything, and I have a hard time changing my ways, or listening to others when I think that I have a better way of doing things, even if it later becomes clear that my way wasn’t very good. My pride makes it hard for me sometimes. At the same time, much like Peter, my pride drives me to become better, to continuously improve each day. As the books follow Peter’s life a little more, it becomes apparent that he works very hard to accomplish his goals, and become the best he can be. Similarly, I find myself always trying to improve. Self-improvement is a very important trait to me, and even when it is motivated by pride, which is by no means the purest of reasons, I think it is admirable to want to be better than you were before. This is the biggest reason I connect with Peter, because his drive to improve is greater than his pride, to the point that he realizes that his pride is hindering him, and he works to improve it. While Peter is a fictional character, and represents extremes in both of these traits, they are things that I see in myself, and there is nothing that I want more than to be able to change my weaknesses into strengths, like Peter eventually does.
	By no means do I think that I am a genius who could rule the world, and nor do I have so much pride I can’t apologize to people, but I think that This character reflects an extreme me in a few ways.
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