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	The book I read was a religious text for a Christian faith, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. The book is called the Book of Mormon, and is a compilation of various writers who chronicled a civilization in the Americas over the course of 1000 years. The plates they were written on were found and translated by a man named Joseph Smith Jr.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The book begins by following the life of a man named Lehi and his family. In the book, Lehi is a prophet, living in Jerusalem 600 years before the coming of Christ. Lehi was a well-off man, and spent his time trying to bring the people of Jerusalem to live righteously, living the standards that the God he received revelation from told him to. The people of Jerusalem would not listen to Lehi however, and God told Lehi that he would destroy the city because of its wickedness. God gave Lehi a vision in a dream, telling him that he needed to leave Jerusalem before it was destroyed. Lehi then took his family into the wilderness, where they lived until they came to the sea. During their time in the wilderness, Lehi’s sons encountered much contention among themselves. Lehi’s two oldest sons, Laman and Lemuel did not respect their father, and they were angry that they were forced to leave their homeland. However, Lehi’s two younger sons, Nephi and Sam, lived the standards that their father had set, and lived righteously. This led to constant fighting amongst Lehi’s sons, which came to a head when their family came to the sea. Nephi received the inspiration to build a boat to take them across the water. Laman and Lemuel did not want to cross the water, and they did not believe it would take them across the sea safely. They mocked Nephi, but he didn’t let it bother him. He told them not to touch him, and with the power of God, he shocked them. After that, they helped him to build the boat, and lived righteously for a while. When they eventually came to the Americas, contention arose again. Laman and Lemuel left the group with their families, and started their own culture, that became known in the land as the Lamanites. The rest of the group stayed together, and became known as the Nephites. These two groups remained fundamentally opposed for most of the Book of Mormon, and they represent the constant struggle of righteousness and humility against wickedness and pride.
	The book reaches its climax when the two opposing civilizations are both living in a way that is contrary to the standards that God set out for them. In the depth of their unrighteousness, a surprise personage, Jesus Christ, the savior, visits them. He teaches them the new higher law of the gospel that they must live, which replaces the Law of Moses. He stays with them for a while, teaching them and calling certain among them to be his apostles amongst these civilizations in the Americas. His visit gives great insight and knowledge to the people. After Christ leaves, the people live in righteousness for many years, but eventually the start to fall away from his teachings once more. As the Lamanites grow more and more wicked, so to do the Nephites, until God ceases to protect them with his power. At the same time, a group of murderers known as the Gadianton robbers grow stronger and stronger. These robbers grow so powerful that they eventually destroy all those of the Nephites and the Lamanites that will not join them. The book ends with the final writer telling of the destruction of everything righteous in the land, and urging those that would read it to inquire of the lord God if it is true.
	Throughout the book, the most often used rhetorical strategy is the inclusion of allusions. The authors of the various books include many allusions to places of importance, such as varying ancient cities and oceans. These allusions give an added sense of validity to the text by incorporating very many places and things of importance. I think that readers would enjoy reading this book because there is a lot of action between two groups that embody the two great powers. Right fights and triumphs over wrong, until eventually the right becomes the evil they were originally fighting. It is also filled with many lessons on morals and good tips on how to live a good and profitable life.
